Does calcium antagonist improve established early ciclosporin nephrotoxicity after renal transplantation?
We report a case of prolonged oliguric acute renal failure after renal transplantation under steroids and ciclosporin (Cs) immunosuppression. In the 2nd week when low fractional excretion of sodium values in the presence of oliguria (as expression of Cs nephrotoxicity) and high Cs blood levels were seen, a calcium antagonist drug was administered. Also, a Cs dose adjustment was made. Then, the diuresis and fractional excretion of sodium increased together with a progressive renal function. Although this evolution could be explained as a spontaneous resolution of postischemic renal failure, we speculated that in this case of established early Cs nephrotoxicity the effect of a calcium antagonist drug, such as nifedipine, could be beneficial.